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This puzzle was created in 1872 by one of America's greatest puzzle makers, Sam Loyd (1844 -1911). Loyd sold his puzzle to P. T. Barnum, who marketed it as “Bucking Donkeys” and later “P. T. Barnum's Trick Mules”. It was printed on a card to be cut into the three pieces. Millions of the cards were sold, and Loyd earned $10.000 in just a few weeks (a fortune in those days).
Over the years numerous advertising puzzles have been based on this puzzle. The earliest version of the puzzle used two dogs and appeared in "The Magician's Own Book," published in 1857.
After you’ve cut out the three pieces, all you have to do is to arrange them so that the jockeys are riding the mules without tearing or bending the paper.

Use the contact page to ask us for a solution if you get stuck.

BUCKING DONKEYS





Make jockeys ride donkeys at full gallop. Cut card along black lines making three pieces. Correctly placed together produces a wonderful change














